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MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


URGENT ACTION 


ApriLGO, 1975 


GENERAL SiGOWCROFT 


WILLIAM K ST E ARM AN 


Sea Rescue of Vietnamese 



U. S. vessels engaged in rescue operations off the coast of South Vietnam 
have been ordered to stand out to sea as the result of hostile fire in the 
Vung Tau area. We need a quick decision on whether or not U. S. Military- 
Sea Command vessels should continue picking up escaping Vietnamese at 
sea. 

This morning (our time) we received reports that a "Vietnamese" vessel 
(not further identified) fired on an MSC ship 10 to 15 miles south of Vung 
Tau and that another U.S. ship rescuing escapees from Vung Tau had 
been fired upon by shore batteries. No hits or injuries were reported. 

As a result, CINCPAC ordered U.S. ships in the area to stand out to sea. 
We have no word that they have been ordered to leave the general area, 
but such an order may follow. 

Admiral Weschler at Defense (who is working with Dean Brown's group) 
tells me there are 8 MSC ships and up to 40 U. S. Navy ships available 
in the general area off the South Vietnamese coast to pick up escapees. 

According to a recent CINCPAC message (date-time 300026 Z) we have 
already rescued some 20,000 people at sea. Undoubtedly many more 
will attempt to escape by water. If we want to make a serious effort to 
continuing rescuing Vietnamese at sea, we should position U. S. vessels 
at the mouths of the major rivers flowing to sea from MRs III and IV. 

General Brown told me at the last WSAG that U.S. ships have been 
ordered to remain over the horizon from the coast so that they could 
not be seen from shore and encourage people to try to escape to them. 

If we are serious about helping escapees, these ships should be no more 
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than hull down (i. e. superstructure showing) from points at the mouths 
of major rivers but should be at least 3 miles off the coast. Captains 
should be ordered to withdraw to safe distances if their ships come under 
fire. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That you call General Wickham and ask him to instruct CiNCPAC to continue 
sea rescue operations at the mouths of principal MR III and IV rivers, no 
closer than 3 miles from the coast, but, if possible, visible at points along 
the sea end of the river mouths. Captains are not to endanger their ships 
in this operation and are to withdraw if fired upon. 
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